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Nadia Abduljabbar (Saudi Arabia) 
 
Islam & We 
 
What needs to be talked about at the present moment: 
 
“Sadidoo wa kariboo:” fill in the gaps among people and make them closer. So said 
Mohammad, who is said to have been sent as a mercy to the whole world—peace be upon 
him and all of The Creator’s prophets. This Hadeeth (the Prophet’s tradition: what he said 
and did or what was agreed upon to have been said and done before him), can be considered 
one of the wisest things ever said by a human being.  Mohammad was stressing the same 
idea of uniting peoples that is mentioned in the Qur’an (the Holy Book of Muslims), in the 
well-known verse that says: “People, I created you from one Man and Woman and then 
made you nations and tribes so that you might mingle and know each other, the best of you 
are the ones who do not disobey Allah (God).”  This idea is just the opposite of the motto in 
the colonial discourse which alienated nations from each other, so that the invaders might 
become the masters; this greed for power is the root of most of the problems that the world 
suffers from in our time. 
 
When discussing Islam, what needs to be stressed is the meeting points and the shared ideas 
among Islam, Christianity and Judaism. Just like Christians must believe in the Jewish 
prophets and the Old Testament, Muslims cannot be Muslims without respecting these two 
earlier Divine religions, though they believe, as they are told in the Qur’an, that these two 
religions were exposed to changes from their origin—sometimes deliberately and sometimes 
not deliberately—through translations from old forms of languages to more modern ones, 
and from one language to another. Nevertheless, Muslims are forbidden from insulting the 
books and prophets of the other celestial religions, unlike many Christians and Jews who feel 
free to insult the Qur’an and invent lies about Mohammad and Islam because they deny that 
Islam is a celestial religion, even though it is in large part a continuation of their religions. No 
Muslim is allowed to say that a particular person in this religion or that is going to be in Hell, 
for only The Creator knows what is inside the hearts of people and is The Judge who has the 
right to say whether they are going to Heaven or Hell, according to their knowledge and 
deeds. Furthermore, God, Almighty is the only one who knows how they will be at the end 
of their life.  
 
By stressing the shared ideas and morals among religions, respect for human life for 
instance, nations with different beliefs can live in adjacent areas without hating and killing 
each other just because they have different canons and doctrines. All the three religions were 
originally created by The Most Knowledgeable for people in different stages of humanity so 
that humans could lead a good life on this earth and in the Hereafter.   
     
But in order to discuss Islam fairly one should rid her/himself from previous assumptions 
and old beliefs. Nonetheless, without a real understanding of The Qur’an and the prophet’s 
Hadeeth, it would be easy to be a victim of Islam phobia and adopt the common Western 
belief which began to expand with the colonial manipulating discourse. This phobia might 
be expected from lay men, but is certainly not acceptable from educated people. 
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Actually, this kind of ignorant discourse in the West is only one face of the coin. The other is 
some of the pre-Islamic or rather anti-Islamic cultural habits, customs, and traditions in the 
Muslim world that came back to life and expanded like a parasitic plant after the injustice 
towards the Muslim World after World War II and the fall of the Ottoman Empire. Both go 
hand in hand to ignite hatred and enmity between the Oriental and Occidental cultures. The 
manipulation of the discourse about Islam was begun by Cromer, the British ruler in Egypt. 
He made good use of the idea that Islam can be considered an aggressive ideology against 
human rights, especially the rights of women. Yet he was against women’s independence in 
his own country. The double standard attitude of Cromer and others like him served 
imperialism, but has no place in today’s world and in fact has rather a negative impact 
(Ahmad, p. 50). 
 
Fatima Mernissi points that: “ In the West, scholarly and popular debates tend to presume 
that there is only one authoritative Islamist agenda on women in Islam—the opposite is 
closer to truth (Islamization, p. 2).” Despite appearances, controversial issues such as the  
veil (decent dress) for women, polygamy, qiwama (the conditioned leadership of the man in 
the family), and laws regarding inheritance and bearing witness, are the basis of true freedom 
for Muslims, especially women. 
 
The Qur’an can be considered the first revolutionary book against illogical human habits and 
customs, for in many verses, such as S. 5 A. 50 and the others that will be mentioned in the 
following lines, it criticizes and disapproves of the illogical habits and customs that prevent 
people from thinking independently and turn them simply to followers of whatever their 
fathers said and did. This can be understood from verses such as: “They said: ‘Nay, but we 
found our fathers doing thus” (S. 26, A. 74), and “When it is said to them: ‘follow what 
Allah has revealed:’ They say “Nay! we shall follow [t]he ways of our fathers” (S. 2 A.. 170). 
The Qur’an’s constant reply, which goes hand in hand with faith in Islam, to such statements 
and attitudes lacking proper thinking is: “What! Even though their fathers [w]ere void of 
wisdom and guidance?” Hence, I can describe the situation of preferring, or rather imposing, 
pre-Islamic habits, customs, and traditions on Islam as the source of the conflict between 
liberal Muslims, especially Muslim feminists, and their societies, especially men in the Muslim 
World. The fact of the issue is that the rebellious feminists want to apply core (original) 
religion and try to open the close door of “ijtehad,” i.e. new inferences, interpretations and 
solutions for problems that did not occur in Prophet Mohammad’s days, while men prefer to 
follow tradition, even if it is non-Islamic. As an Islamic feminist, Cooke sees intercalating 
scripture with history as a means to entail the “study of the life of the Prophet and the many 
strong women around him, and his founding umma (the Muslim community made up of 
different nationalities) in the seventh century, and also direct engagement with the 
foundational texts, rather than merely reaction to their interpretations” ( Cooke,  p. 62). 
 
Furthermore, Feminist Muslim writers such as Fatima Mernissi and Zaynab al-Ghazali, with 
all the differences between them, “describe the prophet Muhammad as the leader of a 
feminist revolution that was almost immediately betrayed” (Cooke. P. xxvii). This betrayal is 
manifested in men’s return to pre-Islamic attitudes, especially those social traditions and 
attitudes concerning women, which the Qur’an calls “Jahilia” i.e. “the Days of Ignorance.” 
 
IWP Panel: “Islam and We”                      Iowa City Public Library                                  September 14, 2005
2
International Writing Program                                                                        http://www.uiowa.edu/~iwp 
 
Since Man is made up of body, soul and mind, he is supposed to nourish the three 
components of his being and should never nourish any part at the cost of the two others. 
This idea is stressed so much in Islam. We see the prophet ask people, beside  
worshipping God in the way he taught them, to eat well and marry (the law of marriage 
and divorce is so open in Islam) in order to nourish their bodies, and to read, i.e. learn to 
nourish their minds. Actually, Gabriel’s first command to Mohammad in the Qur’an was 
to read. These points can be stressed when discussing the three religions.  Christianity 
and Judaism—in origin—as well as Islam ask people to worship The Creator of this 
world, and to respect all of His prophets, Angels and human life as well as harmless other 
lives on this planet. All three religions require worshippers to have and practice—
privately as well as publicly—good morals such as honesty, truthfulness, cleanliness and 
doing one’s work as well as one can. Marriage and family life are highly encouraged as 
well.  Lying, deceit, adultery, arrogance and the killing of innocent human beings are 
detested and are big sins—especially killing people, which is considered an 
unredeemable sin by the three religions. 
 
Where:  
 
Awareness should be spread everywhere: schools, universities, hospitals, mosques as well as 
churches. Whenever a person who is aware is able to talk he/she must do so, so that we 
might be able to minimize unnecessary hatred and unlawful battles between followers of 
different religions. The intentional lies and insults against Islam in the Western media wear 
the mask of Democracy and freedom of speech, but when some Muslims reply and defend 
themselves they are seen as igniting hatred. All of this hypocrisy should be put to an end. 
Fair Muslims should at least be given the chance to clarify reality for people in order to 
minimize anger and revengeful reactions. In reality, whenever the Arabic or Muslim 
media tries to tell the truth and practice their right to freedom of speech, they are 
silenced, threatened or closed down by the so-called democratic people. 
 
By whom: 
 
Certainly not by radicals, fanatics, or others whose anger has been ignited by the Western 
double standard in politics. Anger leads to revenge and the very ABC’s of Islam are against 
revenge; it is a repulsive action and totally rejected in Islam. It is left to God Almighty to 
punish people for their dirty deeds and take revenge on those who disobey His orders, 
especially in difficult times. Muslims are to set a good example for the World and show 
people how to love and build, not to kill and destroy. Because of Islam’s peaceful 
philosophy, it expanded to the middle of Africa, most of Asia, parts of India and Bosnia. 
The result of the Muslims’ loving attitude was the amount of knowledge in mathematics, 
arithmetic, literature, and philosophy that they gave to the world; it was partly the root of 
modern Western science. A living example is the beautiful architecture and the buildings in 
Spain, e.g. the Al Hambra Palace that the Arab Muslims left in Andalusia. 
 
Muslims are not to follow the model of the dirty actions of their abusers, otherwise how can 
they change the bad qualities in some people and teach humanity to love and build and not 
to kill and destroy, how to accept the others? If innocent Muslims are killed, tortured in 
jails or raped, other Muslims are not allowed, according to The Holy Qur’an and 
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Mohammad’s Tradition, to do the same thing to those who committed such crimes, or to 
the nations that elected them and who hold part of the responsibility. Even in legal wars, 
Muslims are not allowed to kill women (unless they are fighters), children, elderly people and 
priests of all kinds. They are not allowed to burn or destroy people’s houses or places of 
worship, or even cut trees. 
This is why Muslims do not believe radicals when they claim a holy right to kill innocent 
Western people, even as we hear of large numbers of innocent Iraqis, Afghans or 
Palestinians being killed for the sake of killing a few enemy fighters.  But will this logical 
attitude persist under the continuation of the killing of Muslims and the destruction of their 
cities? Won’t the majority of people change and join the radicals, whom the Western military 
power is giving more rights every day? Are Muslims to be Angel-like and unable to have a 
normal human reaction to the killing of their Muslim brothers, and until when? Such a 
question should be asked by politicians and they should be very intelligent—not like their 
missiles—in dealing with such a crucial issue. 
In the last decade, fanatics and radical Muslims were given freedom of speech to the 
detriment of more tolerant Muslims here in the USA and the United Kingdom. Less than 
half a month ago, I attended a program sponsored by the BBC channel 1 in Britain, in 
which the woman who presented the program blamed the British government for 
allowing radicals to live and be free in England. They could ignite hatred in the 
youngsters who committed the London bombing (no one has been sure until now if they 
were suicides). Hence, the British people paid a high price for such a mistake. I think it is 
not the time for self-blame or any kind of blame; it is time to reform before it is too late 
for humanity.  
 
One final word which we should repeat to ourselves, as well to others, is that if we consider 
different religions as different windows towards Heaven, we should never hate or feel 
threatened by other nations who are different just because they chose different windows 
than ours in order to be connected with Heaven (Sutour, p. 11). For if God wished, he could 
have created us with one color and one tongue and ordered us to follow one religion. But 
He wished us to be different, yet we are not to fight because of this difference. We are to 
defend ourselves when attacked or invaded, but under civilized regulations, even if the 
enemy is not civilized—or so Allah says in the Qur’an. 
 
Examples of the shared things in the three Holy Books: 
Topic: The Old Testament predicting the coming of the Qur’an.  
Read about the amazing discovery that leads Bible readers to the Qur’an!  
A Bible scholar spoke about a verse in Isaiah 29:12 (King James Version) that corresponds 
directly to the first five verses of the Qur’an:  
"And the book is delivered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: 
and he saith, I am not learned" Isaiah 29:12  
 
The above verse, in the current Bible, correspond directly to the following first words 
revealed in the Qur’an:  
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"Read in the name of thy Lord who created, Created Man from a clot, Read, and thy 
Lord is the Most Generous, He who taught by the Pen, Taught man that which he 
knew not." Qur’an 19:1-5  
 
Even Mecca, where the prophet, peace be upon him, was born is indicated in reference to 
the prophet Abrahim’s visit to the valley of Becca. We read that in the Psalms from the 
current Bible:  
 
"Blessed is he the one passing by the valley of Becca, making it a well, and the rain 
will fill the pool."  
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